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Overview

This workshop provides a comprehensive introduction to synthetic phonics using the Jolly Phonics and Jolly Grammar programs.
Synthetic phonics is now the most widely accepted method of teaching students to both read and write and is fully backed by comprehensive research conducted worldwide. 

The workshop will present a very practical approach to the introduction of the 42 main sounds of English using The Phonics Handbook.  Participants will learn to develop students’ skills of how to use these sounds for both reading and writing. The teaching of alternative spellings will also be included.  
Literacy teaching in the second and third years of schooling will be addressed in the Jolly Grammar component of the workshop. Jolly Grammar is a structured spelling and grammar program which provides a foundation for spelling rules and the rudiments of grammar. 
A free disk of resources will be provided
Objectives

At the end of Part 1 of the workshop, attendees will be able to:
· introduce the 42 main sounds of English
· introduce correct letter formation and pencil grip

· teach students to blend and segment using these sounds: developing reading and writing skills

· introduce sight words and strategies to learn them

· introduce alternative spellings

· introduce some common spelling rules 

· develop lesson plans, programs and assessment 

· have a knowledge of commercial aids, including the Jolly Phonics IWB  program 

· be able to make or download their own resources
At the end of Part 2 of the workshop, attendees will be able to:

· develop and implement a structured spelling and grammar program so that students can apply broad-based phonics and spelling knowledge
· develop assessment tools to monitor individual progress 
· explore methodologies to add variety and interaction to group and individual teaching

· introduce the rudiments of grammar so that students apply them in their writing
· understand how to apply the foundations of spelling and grammar across the curriculum 

Program outline
Part 1
Learning the 5 key components of Jolly Phonics

· learning the letter sounds

· learning the letter formation

· blending (basis of reading)

· identifying sounds (basis of writing)

· reading and spelling tricky words (sight words)
The synthetic approach to reading

The importance of developing reading skills using synthetic phonics: starting with sounds, then sounds in words then words in sentences to develop reading fluency and confidence prior to reading books which contain unfamiliar vocabulary. Practical suggestions to achieve this in the classroom. The importance of phonic-based (decodable) readers in the first instance. Helpful hints on how to best listen to a child read. 
Making phonics lessons fast, multi-sensory and a great deal of fun
Introducing consonant blends and alternative spelling of vowel sounds, including short and long vowels: their role in both reading and spelling.
Resources, including IWB and games

Assessment and monitoring 
Questions and reflections

Part 2
Jolly Grammar: Spelling and Grammar objectives
Applying spelling and grammar to all areas of the curriculum


Jolly Grammar is part of a broader literacy program 

Knowledge of grammar helps improve clarity and quality of writing


Spelling and grammar can support all subject areas
Spelling


Revision and consolidation of alternative vowel spellings

Systematic teaching of spelling conventions and generalisations to enable students to apply their knowledge to an ever-increasing number of words

Methodology and resources to make learning spelling engaging and enjoyable 
Grammar


Identifying parts of speech

Punctuation

Dictionary skills

Vocabulary building

The application of grammar skills in written work 

Ideas to bring grammar to life using games, interactive activities and computer resources 

Resources including IWB and games

Assessment and monitoring


Questions and reflections
Presenter

Jan Polkinghorne
Bachelor of  Education  Flinders University South Australia.  Diploma Education Wattle Park Teachers College. Certificate of Education Infant Wattle Park Teacher’s College. 
Jan has been a teacher for over 40 years, beginning her teaching career as a Junior Primary teacher specialising in working with students with learning difficulties. For the last 20 years she has worked as a private tutor, Assistive/Educational Technology Consultant and Software Adviser for SPELD SA.  Currently she is lecturing and training teachers in Jolly Phonics and Jolly Grammar and is a qualified trainer for Jolly Learning UK.  She is passionate about the use of synthetic phonics to teach literacy to all students not just those with learning difficulties.  As a classroom teacher for many years, she realises the practical implications of working with individual differences in the classroom. She is also an accredited RM Easiteach trainer with a very firm belief that interactive whiteboards are a means of achieving truly “inclusive” education, and applies these skills to the implementation of phonics and grammar teaching in the classroom.  Jan is author of a number of software programs for reading and spelling and also some IWB programs for classroom use. 

Jan now lectures all around Australia and has twice been keynote speaker at conferences in New Zealand and a regular presenter at the SERU (Special Education) Conference Adelaide, Spectronics Conference in Queensland, Dyslexia Speld Foundation in Western Australia and Speld Victoria. Much of her time is now spent training teachers in schools in regional South Australia. 

In January 2011, Jan toured a number of best practice Jolly Phonics schools in the UK gathering new ideas and methods for the teaching of Jolly Phonics and spent time with Chris Jolly and Sue Lloyd (author of Jolly Phonics) in London at the headquarters of the Jolly Phonics Company.  

In October 2011 Jan travelled to Manila where she trained teachers, educators  and educational administrators in the values and use of the Jolly Phonics system of spelling. 
Methodology

Participants will be seated cabaret-style to enable maximum participation in a variety of activities. Multi-media presentations, group discussions and games will all be part of the lively and interactive workshop. 
